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Teaching Mandarin Tones and Intonations for Beginners

Some Relevant Research Findings
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Approaches

Mono-syllabic words: Pitch and Movement

Poly-syllabic words: Word Groups
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*k Words are selected from CHIN100 Text: Let’s Learn Chinese VOL. 1 (2009) by Billie NG.

Sentence Intonations: Rapping
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*k Examples are from Practical Rhythmic Chinese [S2H 77 25/X %] (2008) by].]. Yin & D. Y. Sun.

Advantages

* To develop both accuracy of tones and fluency of speaking at the same time in

connected speech.
* Toincrease input and memorization of intonation at the phrase/sentence level.
* To highly engage and motivate students.




